The George Sand-

they let it keep on! The masses, the numbers, are always
idiotic. I have few convictions, but I have that one strongly.
But the masses must be respected, however inept they may be,
because they contain the germs of an incalculable fecundity.
Give it liberty but not power.

I believe no more than you do in class distinction. Castes
belong to archeology. But I believe that the poor hate the
rich, and that the rich are afraid of the poor. It will be so
forever. It is as useless to preach love to the one as to the
other. The most important thing is to instruct the rich, whos
on the whole, are the strongest. Enlighten the bourgeois first,
for he knows nothing, absolutely nothing. The whole dream of
democracy is to elevate the proletarian to the level of the
imbecility of the bourgeois. The dream is partly accomplished.
He reads the same papers and has the same passions.

The three degrees of education have shown within the last
year what they can accomplish: (1) higher education made
Prussia win; (2) secondary education, bourgeois, produced
the men of the 4th of September; (3) primary education gave
us the Commune. Its minister of public instruction was the
great Valles, who boasted that he scorned Homer!

In three years every Frenchman can know how to read. Do
you think that we shall be the better off? Imagine on tlis other
hand that in each commune, there was one bourgeois, only one,
who had read Bastiat, and that this bourgeois was respected,
things would change.

However I am not discouraged as you are, and the present
government pleases me, because it has no principle, no meta-
physics, no humbug. I express myself very badly. Moreover
you deserve a different response, but I am much hurried.

I hear today that the mass of the Parisians regrets Badin-
guet. A plebiscite would declare for him, I do not doubt it,
universal suffrage is such a fine thing.

226